Building healthier communities in a managed care environment: opportunities for advanced practice nurses.
Two paradigm shifts are occurring in health care: managed care and community partnerships. The distinct principles and trends of each paradigm are certain to determine the future practice of advanced practice nurses (APNs). The impact of managed care and community partnerships will affect the resource management, clinical decision making, and time management of APNs. Concomitantly, APNs will have opportunities to influence practice guidelines, individual and community decision making, cultural competence, and the cost-effectiveness of care in communities. Capitalizing on these opportunities will enhance the value of APNs to their managed care plan employer and their community.